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GRAND KNIGHTôS REPORT 

  
By William McLafferty, Grand Knight 

     At the start of my term as your 

Grand Knight, I made a speech to the 

council in which, among other topics, I 

mentioned that I was determined to 

take a stand in support of our 

namesake, Christopher Columbus, 

who has been under attack by the 

Politically Correct Crowd (PCC) for 

the past 30 years or so.  After bravely 

stating that I  would offer a defense for 

the maligned Admiral, I realized, like 

so many of you, that my knowledge of 

the man was sketchy at best and was 

the result of history classes I had 

many, many years ago, by teachers 

who, I was convinced, knew him 

personally and probably sailed with 

him.  I was also convinced that the 

Latin teacher had crossed the Rubicon 

with Caesar, but thatôs another story.  

To remedy my awareness of the Man, I 

became a student again, going on line 

to read accounts from all over the 

world, and from many years back in 

time before the PCC started their 

attacks.  

 

(Continued on page 8)  

 

Pray the Rosary

mailto:jwmcljr@cox.net
mailto:ebarrier@att.net
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Schedule of Events 
  

 
  December, 2009 
12/05/09 Saturday Grand Knightôs Christmas Party at 6:00 PM in Parish Hall. 

12/06/09 Sunday Christmas Boutique at St. Raphaelôs Parish Hall 8:30 AM. 

12/07/09 Monday Officersô Meeting at Conference Room 8:00 PM. 

12/08/09 Tuesday Immaculate Conception 

12/13/09 Sunday K of C Parish Breakfast/Blood Drive from 7:30 AM until 11 AM. 

12/14/09 Monday K of C 5300 Business Meeting, 7:30 PM at Parish Hall. 

12/25/09 Friday Christmas Day 

   

  January, 2010 
   

01/01/10 Friday New Yearôs Day. 
01/04/10 Monday Officersô Meeting at Conference Room 8:00 PM. 

01/10/10 Sunday K of C Parish Breakfast from 7:30 AM until 11 AM. 

01/11/10 Monday K of C 5300 Business Meeting, 7:30 PM at Parish Hall. 

01/27/10 Wednesday Clergy Appreciation Dinner (tentative) 

   

  February, 2010 

   

02/01/10 Monday Officersô Meeting at Conference Room 8:00 PM. 
02/08/10 Monday K of C 5300 Business Meeting, 7:30 PM at Parish Hall. 

02/17/10 Wednesday Ash Wednesday 
02/19/10 Friday Lenten Fish Fry 6:00 PM Parish Hall 

02/26/10 Friday Lenten Fish Fry 6:00 PM Parish Hall 
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Report of the 4
th

 Degree 
SK Jack Turney, Faithful Navigator 

 

Welcome to Our Newest Members 

     We want to congratulate and welcome into the 

Junipero Serra Assembly our newest members: SK 

Giuseppe Arnoldi, SK Ugo (Butch) Arnoldi, SK 

Thomas Bauer, SK Mike Betlisky,  SK David 

Chavez, SK Fredric Cogburn, SK Patrick 

Donohue, SK Bruce Garcia, SK Ken Fitzpatrick, 

SK Jose Hernandez, SK Andrew Nguyen, SK Don 

Randles, Rev. Fr. Mike Ravencamp, Rev. Fr. Mark 

Strader and SK Mark Wietstock.  All of our new 

members were invited to our November dinner 

meeting where they were given a complimentary 

steak dinner prepared by our Executive Chef SK 

Jim Bradbury. 

 

4
th

 Degree Exemplification 

     This year the 4
th
 Degree Exemplification was 

held in Oxnard on Saturday, November 7
th
 at the 

Residence Inn, next door to the River Ridge Golf 

Course.  The Exemplification was a big success 

with 153 new members being brought in to the 4
th
 

Degree.  The Ventura Assembly brought in the 

most with 36 new members.  Added this year was 

a golf tournament held the day before at River 

Ridge Course.  A total of 10 teams participated, 

including one from our Assembly.  The results 

were that our team ñhad funò! 

 

Ladies Night Out 

Our next Ladies Night Out will be on December 

21
st
, at 6:30 pm, at Petriniôs, 14 W. Calle Laureles, 

close to CVS Pharmacy on State Street.  The menu 

choices will be determined in the near future.  

Mark your calendars for this event.  Further details 

will be found in a later edition of The Navigator 

 

Keep in Your Prayers 

SK Steve Schlesselmann for his continuing 

recovery, Judy Klinge, the wife of SK Brian 

Klinge, Nancy Herrera, widow of PGK/PFN Pablo 

Herrera, SK Jim Wasil, Ray and Lupe Villa, 

Socorro Sieckmann, brother-in-law and sisters-in-

law to SK Felix Sanchez, Msgr. Henry Van Son, 

Jacques Benoitôs mother, Bobbie Sanchez, Jim 

Ossal, and the Fritz Cahill family. 

 

 

Chancellorôs Report 
        SK Ed Barrier, Chancellor 

 

Brother Knights, 

     Here is a spiritual reflection from St. Pio of 

Pietrelcina: 

 

ñOur chief and constant prayer must be the willed 

offering of our depths to God's secret action. He is 

working to dredge up what needs purifying, his 

performance rather like that of a soundless 

excavator, throwing up rubble as it goes 

along...He says, "Let me act. Be still. Don't 

struggle. Don't have any of your own ideas about 

how this excavation should proceed. Just leave it 

to me and trust in the midst of absurdity." In the 

passive purgations, God is working to produce a 

state of total dependence. He wants us to be 

spiritual infants in his arms. We hurt because our 

self-will still strives to be in control of our lives, 

and we struggle to evade God's embrace, which 

only makes him hold us tighter. He is teaching us, 

not by words or clearly understood concepts, but 

by stamping the seal of his grace upon our deepest 

selves.ò 

     In your prayers, continue to remember those 

Brother Knights and their families in need: Mell 

Hueston, Stephen Schlesselmann, PGK and FDD 

for continued recovery.  Also, please pray for 

Chawa Ramirez, wife of Ygnacio Ramirez (d.) 

PGK, Sir Knight Bruce Velasco; the family of 

Thomas Quinn (d.) PGK, Msgr. Henry Van Son, 

Nancy Herrera, wife of Pablo Herrera PGK, Lupe 

Villa, Socorro Seickmann, Ralph Schiferl (d) 

father of Brother Glenn Schiferl and Carmen Rey 

(d). 
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Insurance Agentôs Report 
  David Farebrother, Field Agent 

 

Donôt wait, act today 
     When your family is hungry, you see that this 

need is taken care of quickly.  You donôt put it off 

until tomorrow; you act immediately to the best of 

your ability.  As a provider to your wife and 

children, your responsibilities are great and your 

time is spread thin.  It is easy to forget important 

tasks or let them slip to the backburner for later. 

     Everything, including your health, can change 

in the blink of an eye.  Donôt put off today what 

canôt wait until tomorrow.  As your professional 

Knights of Columbus agent, I urge you to make 

securing life insurance for you and your family a 

top priority. 

    It is my fraternal obligation to make sure that 

every member has the opportunity to protect his 

family with Orderôs top-rated insurance products.  

Iôll work with you to put a plan in place that will 

help your family when that help is what they 

needed the most. 

     Your Knights of Columbus insurance program 

is second to none.  As the premier safety net for 

Catholic families for more than 127 years, our 

insurance program makes me proud.  But Iôm also 

concerned that too many of our brother Knights 

have not yet looked into the needs of their family.  

I suspect that for many of them life insurance has 

drifted to the backburner until tomorrow.  Donôt be 

one of them; move your insurance needs to the 

forefront today.  

   To contact me with regards to any of your K of C 

insurance needs, please email me at 

dlfarebrother@aol.com or call me at either of the 

numbers listed below.  I look forward to hearing 

from you. 

Fraternally 

David L. Farebrother, FICF 

CA DOI Lic # 0E54974 

 Office (805) 684-0053 

Cellular (805) 766-2144  

 

 

 

Pro-Life Directorôs Report 

Bob & Cecilia Marks 

Pro-Life Couple 

 

By Laura Angus | Flint Journal 

November 20, 2009, 3:07PM 

 

FLINT, Michigan ð Local anti-abortion activists 

are going to get involved to help the teen who 

alleges a Flint doctor forced her to have an 

abortion after she changed her mind about the 

procedure.  

     ñI want to support the attorney and this mother 

in every way that I can because itôs not an easy 

thing to step forward and expose this,ò said Judy 

Climer, president of Flint Right to Life, referring to 

the teen and her lawyer. ñSheôs obviously very 

scarred from this.ò 

     She said she has already contacted the teenôs 

lawyer and that her organization hopes more 

women who have been forced into abortions will 

come forward because ñit happens a lot.ò  

     In a lawsuit filed in June, the teen said she came 

to WomanCare of Flint, also known as Feminine 

Care Center, for an abortion on April 9, 2008 but 

alleges that she changed her mind before the doctor 

started the procedure.  

     The teen alleges that she screamed ñStop, stop, I 

donôt want this,ò before the procedure, but he and 

an assistant held her down and covered her mouth 

as they terminated her pregnancy, according to 

court documents. 

     Flint Right to Life plans to do everything 

possible to help the teenôs case, and plan to attend 

court dates to show their support, said Climer. 

     ñIf (the lawyer) needs people at the hearing, we 

will have people at the hearing,ò said Climer. ñWe 

will write the judge letters.ò 

 
 

Pray for Peace 

mailto:dlfarebrother@aol.com
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KNIGHT OF THE MONTH  
Walter Daniel Merrigan, Jr.  

 

 
Pictured: Brother Walter Merrigan 

By Bill McLafferty 

 

       This month, the Grand Knight is honoring a 

brother Knight from the past as the Knight of the 

Month. 

     Walter Daniel Merrigan, Jr., born February 23, 

1929, joined the Order in Las Vegas, Nevada, at 

the age of 19.  He became the Grand Knight of the 

Las Vegas Council, 2828, and served in that 

position from 1958-1959.  

     When he moved to Goleta, he became one of 

the founders of Council 5300 and was elected as 

the Charter Grand Knight, serving from 1962-

1963.  He then became the District Deputy and 

served in that capacity from 1964 to 1967.  He was 

elected Faithful Navigator of the Junipero Serra 

Assembly and served from 1968 to 1969. 

     Moving on, Walter became the first installed 

President of the Los Padres Chapter in 1975, and 

State Director for Community Activities in 1976. 

     He was married to Gloria Lapis since 1954.  

Walter died in 1977, on June 24th, at the age of 48, 

after 28 years of dedicated service to the Knights 

of Columbus.  He has been honored by the 

Supreme Council for his leadership of Council 

2828 in Las Vegas and for his leadership and 

establishment of Council 5300 in Goleta.  He was 

also honored by Council 1684 in 1962 for his 

faithful and exceptional service to his Council and 

his Order. 

     For those of you who have the Centennial Book 

commemorating the history of St. Raphaelôs 

Parish, on page 240, there is a picture of Walter 

passing out orchids on Mothers' Day, an event that 

continues to the present day.   

    We honor the memory of Walter for his energy, 

dedication and service to our Council and to the 

Order, and for the example he set for those that 

followed.  

 
 

Bruce M. Velasco, One of the Charter Members 

Of Knights of Columbus' Council 5300 in 1962 

 
Pictured: Brother Bruce Velasco and wife Alice  

By Joe T. Kovach, Member of the KC's since 1996 

 

   Bruce Milton Velasco was one of the charter 

members in 1962 when the Knights of 

Columbus Council 5300 was formed by a group of 

friends led by Walter D. Merrigan Jr., who served 

two years as the Grand Knight. 

   Velasco became a 1st Degree Knight on May 14, 

1962, and on June 11 and 25 became a 2nd and 3rd 

Degree.  His 4th Degree occurred on October 31, 

1965.  "My KC installation is the one event that 

stands out as a cherished remembrance never to be 

forgotten," expressed Velasco.  "The friendships 

and camaraderie highlight my 47-years as a 

Knight," added Bruce. 

   During the KC's initial seven years (1962-68) 

Velasco served as the Activity Chairman.  He 

recalled many picnics, annual fundraisers, support 

of youth programs and softball and bowling 

teams.  He also has held all the chair positions in 

the 4th Degree. 

   Born on November 6, 1931 in Los Angeles, 

Bruce was one of five children born to Jose Frank 

and Caroline Youngquist Velasco. Brother Frank 

and sister Helen are deceased.  Cecelia, 79 and 

Barbara, 76, reside in Riverside and Downey 

respectively.  Velasco acclaimed, "I'm a 9th 
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generation Californian.  One ancestor was a Scout 

for the D'Anza's expedition and another was a 

soldier who escorted the first families to Los 

Angeles." 

   Bruce graduated from Raymond Avenue Grade 

School and Washington High School in Los 

Angeles.  In 1948, he was an active reservist for 

the U.S. Navy. On Jan. 3, 1951, Bruce joined the 

Navy for two years of active duty.  He saw duty in 

13 countries in Europe, Mediterranean and South 

America while serving on three different 

destroyers. 

   After his naval service, Bruce enrolled at El 

Camino Jr. College and later enrolled at USC 

earning a BSEE Degree in 1957.   He also earned 

additional units of extension courses at USC, 

UCLA, UCSB, SBCC and George Washington 

University.  While working for Delco from 1962-

1995, Bruce was one of two men selected from the 

Delco Systems Operations by NASA as Honorees 

for Apollo 14. 

   It was at El Camino Jr. College where Bruce met 

Alice Mae Byrnes. They wed on November 8, 

1956 at Transfiguration Church in Los Angeles by 

Rev. Buckley.  Alice, born on July 20, 1933 and 

her siblings were from Tucson, Arizona.  Brothers 

Joseph and William are deceased and sister Megan 

lives in Mississippi. 

   Bruce and Alice are proud parents of eight 

children, 15 grandchildren and one great-

grandson.  They include: Jill 52, Susan (deceased), 

Teresa 50, Gerald 50, Frank 49, Linda 49, Thomas 

47 and John 45.  Grandchildren are: Susan 17, 

Ellen 14, Paul 12, Luke 7, Anna 3, Nathan 19, 

Elisabeth 17, Vince 15, Tiffani 20, Frank 14, 

Natalie 21, Julie 18, Ryan 23, Jason 21, and 

Colleen 19.  Thompson 1 is the great-grandson. 

   The Velascos moved to Goleta in 1962 and have 

been parishioners at St. Raphaelôs Church since. 

"The best thing about being parishioners at St. 

Raphael is that our children were able to attend St. 

Raphael School," exclaimed Bruce.  Velasco was 

heavily involved in the school affairs, organized 

building lunch tables and benches and ball wall.  

He served on the School Board for four years.  

Principal Annette Stewart at the time said, "When 

the students requested a ball wall I thought of 

Bruce because I heard how he spearheaded a team 

to build the lunch tables and benches.  He recruited 

helpers and with enthusiasm and the precision of 

engineers a structure was built that would outlast 

the school." 

   The Velascos noted Rev. Henry Van Son, pastor 

at St. Raphael from 1969-78 as an extra-special 

Pastor to them.  "Father Van Son brought our 

parish together," pointed out Bruce and Alice. 

   Bruce is kept busy with the Knights, 4th Degree, 

Elks Lodge, Elks' Caravaneers and makes toys for 

the Unity Shoppe.  Alice's involvements besides 

her busy motherly responsibilities were in 

parish/community activities with the Church Guild, 

Woman's Service Club of Goleta, Santa Barbara 

Art Assn., Goleta Art Assn., and the Cub Scouts in 

School. 

   His professional career at Delco involved 

responsibilities in project engineering, task 

engineering, development engineering, electronics, 

Group and Section Head.  Before retiring in 1995 

he was a Task Leader in charge of all the military 

armaments projects.  "The keys to my success at 

Delco included education, working in a company 

that was involved in innovation and new fields and 

was able to work in a variety of interesting 

programs," stated Velasco. 

    Other interesting personal items include: 

*  Favorite food:  Alice's cooking; 

*  Favorite meal Alice prepares:  Green peppers 

(stuffed); 

*  Favorite meal you prepare: You've got to be 

kidding; 

*  Favorite local restaurant:  Alphies; 

*  Favorite meal at your favorite restaurant: 

Sausage and eggs; 

*  Favorite book:  Nautical books; 

*  Favorite TV program: Ever Changing Now: 

White Collar, NCIS, Castle; 

*  Favorite sport to watch live or on TV:  Football; 

*  Favorite sport as a participant:  Football: 

*  Favorite travel destinations:  New Places, 

Everywhere; 

*  Favorite hobbies:  Working with tools, lathe, 

press, boat models; 

*  One word to describe the KC's: Friendly; 

*  One word to describe St. Raphael's: Home; 

*  Growing up, I always thought I'd be a:  

Bullfighter or Seaman; 
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*  Advice to youngsters:  Be happy with what you 

do; 

*  If I  had three wishes they would be: My family 

will be happy and healthy, our country would 

support life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

 
 

 
Knight  B'day 

George B. Gritt 02-Dec 

Rev.  John W. Higgins 05-Dec 

Msgr.  Stephen N. Downes 08-Dec 

Paul H. Coyne 09-Dec 

John W. Moynihan Jr. 15-Dec 

Rodrigo T. Varela 15-Dec 

Roy F. Schrader Jr. 18-Dec 

John R. Bell 20-Dec 

Joseph M. Bauer 22-Dec 

Mell Hueston 23-Dec 

Ruben Perez 24-Dec 

 
(Grand Knightôs report, continued from page 1)  

 

     What did I learn? I learned a lot of differing 

versions of the events in the life of that particular 

explorer, with mixed results so far. What I do 

believe, with all my heart, was that Chris was a 

dreamer with an obsession of finding a route to the 

Indies/Japan/China, who succeeded against great 

odds in finding another land of which he was 

completely unaware prior to his journey.  

Columbus had amazing talents of persuasion, 

finally convincing a reluctant monarchy to fund his 

expedition in spite of negative reports by the court 

reviewers who studied his plans and thought he 

was crazy.  These same plans had been rejected by 

King John of Portugal, who was more interested in 

discovering a route to the East around the tip of 

Africa. He opened up the New Lands to European 

exploration and settlement, and the new continents 

he discovered were graced with another marinerôs 

name through a historical fluke.  He spent some 30 

years learning, studying, planning his journey 

west, and he followed through with his discovery.  

     At the end, however, he was disillusioned, sick 

in body and spirit, and finally aware that the lands 

he had landed on were not the Indies.  He knew 

that there was a passage to the West from the lands 

he found that would take him to China, but he 

could not find it.  It is ironic that he landed in 

Panama and learned from the Indians that a short 

distance away was a great ocean, but he didnôt 

believe it enough to complete the trek to the site.  

For once he gave up and went back to his ship, 

when the answer was so close to him. 

     Columbus died in Valladolid, Spain in 1506 at 

age 54.  He was interred there with his son, Diego, 

who later died in 1526, and then Diegoôs wife 

petitioned the Court to permit the reburial of both 

men in the New Land.  A new Cathedral was being 

constructed in Santo Domingo, and the Crown 

permitted the bodies to be taken there for burial, 

with Columbus to be ñburied to the right of the 

altar.ò 

     This was done, and the two of them remained 

there until the French took over the island in 1795. 

The Spanish could not leave their famous explorer 

and Admiral of the Seas in the control of the 

French, so they dug him up and moved his body to 

Cuba.  Here he remained until Cuba claimed 

freedom from the Spanish about a century later.  

The Spanish dug him up again and transported him 

to Seville where they prepared an elaborate tomb 

for their hero. This is where the tourists are told 

that Columbus lies in peace.  Unfortunately, there 

were repairs made recently to the ancient cathedral 

in Santo Domingo, and when the area around the 

altar was dug up, they found a coffin in which 

there was a plate identifying the corpse as 

Cristobal Colon, Admiral of the Seas.  Apparently, 

there was some confusion on where they placed the 

body originally. Was it to the right of the altar as 

one would look at it from the pews or was it from 

the vantage point of the priest saying Mass at the 

altar?  It appears that Diego is enjoying the 

elaborate tomb in Seville, and his father remains on 

his beloved island in the New Land he discovered. 

     We must judge the man by his times and by the 

condition and manners of the world that he knew. 

He should not be judged by present day standards.  

Like all men, Columbus had his weaknesses and 

failings, but he more than made up for them with 

his determination, faith and bold courage in setting 

out to find and explore what he believed would be 

there on faith alone.  He sets an example for his 



December 2009, Knightline 5300, Page 8 

Knights today who are faced with fighting the 

onslaught of a secular world with godless 

standards by responding with determination, faith 

and bold courage to show the world that we are 

standing up for the principals of being practical 

Catholics.  Columbus is a hero; my hero! 

 
 

 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (Times and 

locations): 

 

December 2nd:  Our Lady of Sorrows 12:45-6:00 

PM. 

December 3rd:  Chapel of the Poor Clares 11:00 

PM-12:00 PM. 

December 4
th
:  St. Raphelôs Church, 24 Hour 

Exposition begins at 8:00 AM, 

December 5
th
: St. Raphaelôs Church, Benediction 

8:00 AM. 

 

December 9
th
: Council 1684 will hold their annual 

Christmas Dinner at Serra Hall. Cocktails start at 

6:30 PM; Dinner starts at 7:00 PM. 

 

December 13th: Council 1684 will hold a prayer 

vigil to end abortion in front of Planned 

Parenthood offices at 3:00 PM at 518 Garden 

Streets.  All are welcome. 

 
 

 

ASPERGES ME 

 

Aspérges me, Dómine, 

hyssópo, et mundábor: 

lavábis me, et supernivem de albábor. 

 

Miserére mei, Deus, 

secúndum magnam misericórdiam tuam. 

Glória Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto. 

Sicuterat in principio, et nunc et semper, 

et in saécula saeculórum. 

 

Amen. 

 
 

Troop 105 and Cub Pack 105 Announce 

Christmas Tree Lot Opening 
 

By Ed Leicht and Glenn Schiferl 

 

     Boy Scout Troop 105 and Cub Pack 105, both 

of which are chartered by Goleta Council 5300, 

announce that their Annual Christmas Tree 

Lot opens on Saturday, Nov. 28.    Last year's tree 

lot closed with an air of uncertainty due to the 

parking lot reconstruction, but our pastor Father 

Bruce Correio diligently worked with this year's 

organizers (Ed Leicht and Robert Zaida) to 

dedicate a section of the new parking lot. Thanks 

to this collaboration the tree lot is located near to 

power and water, and has high visibility from 

Hollister Avenue. 

     Last year the boys sold about 360 trees, and 

they are hoping for a higher number of trees this 

year in spite of the economy.  To support these 

 hopes the organizers have launched the following 

programs: 

 

Coupons:  Discount coupons are printed in the 

Church bulletins at St. Raphaelôs and St. Markôs, 

included in the "Tuesday folders" taken home by 

children enrolled in St. Raphael's School, included 

in the newsletter 

 emailed to parents of Bishop Diego High students, 

and are also handed out by various tree lot 

volunteers.  Rumor has it there's even a coupon in 

the Knightline! 
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Trees for Charity:    The tree lot organizers have 

teamed up with Catholic Charities to donate trees 

to local families.  In short, for every $50 collected 

toward this program Troop 105 will donate 

any seven foot or shorter tree (including a stand 

and water bowl) to a local needy family.   In 2008, 

which was the first year of this program, the Troop 

donated 10 

trees.  The goal for 2009 is 30 trees! 

    

Discount Area:  In recognition of the current 

economy, there  is an area of the tree lot set aside 

for more economically priced trees.  These trees 

will be available in a variety of heights (from two 

feet to eight feet) and species (Douglas Fir, 

Nordman, and Noble). 

   

Services and Misc:  As in past years, the Troop 

will offer tree 

delivery and state-certified fire retardant at 

nominal charges. 

 Also for sale are wreaths, tree preservative, and 

tree disposal bags. 

   

To contribute to the Trees for Charity Campaign, 

or for more information on the Scout Tree Lot, 

please contact Ed Leicht via email: 

 treelot@goleta105.com.  For more information on 

the activities of the Troop or Cub Pack, visit our 

website www.goleta105.com. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:treelot@goleta105.com
http://www.goleta105.com/

